CFAC must cap cyanide leak with

By LYNNETTE HINTZE
Slall Welter
Columbia Falls Aluminum Co. will
have to install 3 synthelic Hiner over
an old landfill thal was pinpointed as
the source of cyanide sccpage into
proundwater near the plagt, 3 ste

Water Qualily Burcau official said
this week,

CFAC has spent the Jast year and a
haif dritling and monitoring tcst wells

‘0 delermine whore the cyanide s

coming from. Tests last summer
pegged the cyanide lovel necar the

landfill at .696 parts per million, more
than Uwee tmes the sale drinking
water standard of 200 ppm. Original-
Iy, CFAC oflicials speculnicd the
cyanide was coming from a wasic
pond where potliners were soaked
wirtil the late 1970s, but a serics of test

synthetic liner, state says

wells now pomt o the landfill nonh
ol the ponrd as the real culprit, said
Tun Byron, an coviromucental spe-
ciadist with the stale Water Quality
Burcau.

Detection of the hazardous waste
was difficult because traces of cya-

nide showcd up in soveral places,
including a major production well
some distance from the landfll,
Byron said. Tests cventually deduced
that porous soil caused the cyanide 1o
be drawn into wells as they were
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punped.

“Now, the only hing tey can do is
climinate the source,” he said, That
can wwst easily be done by capping
the L,

A six-inch clay cap alicady in
place will be lelt intac, Byron said,
but CFAC mst sepaade 18 inches of

cover soll, apply course-texiurcd
malerial on 1op of die clay and install
the synthotic Hiner,

“Ii's a good aliermative, and it
should climinatc the problem over
ime,” said Dou Ryan, labomatory
superintendent at CFAC,

CEAC will submit a final project

design by next spring and the state is
pushing o have the liner in by the Tall
of 1994,

To enswie CFAC will get the job
done, the staie is including the cap-
ping requircments in its dralts of sur-
face water permits for the aluminum
plant. Previously CFAC operated
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with groundwaler permits, but the
state is requiring wore stringent sur-
face water permits, in part because of
the close proximity of the plamt 1 the
Flathcad River, Byron said,

Ryan said the new permits “will
serve the same purpose” amd
shouldn’t burden plant operations,
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